the Teachings of Jesus—
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Parsonage: (812) 615-0053

Melissa Foster,
Administrative Assistant
melissa@fbfirst.org

(

€

(
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WELCOME
Whoever you are,
and wherever you find yourself
on the journey of faith, you are
welcome to this church as you
are to receive the riches of

The Way...

The earliest Christians were called 7/e People of the Wy
This weekly publication is provided to show

how our congregations are living 7he Way today.
st :
1_Sunday after Christmas Day  December 31, 2023

Ponderings at the end of a day — or year

Dutch Catholic priest and theologian Henri Nouwen found it use-
ful to reflect on several questions at the end of the day: “Did | offer peace
today? Did | bring a smile to someone’s face? Did | say words of heal-
ing?” Pondering such questions may prove valuable at the end of a year
as well: “How did | contribute to peace in the world this past year? Did |
bring smiles to others’ faces? Did | offer words of healing?” Nouwen con-
tinued, and we can too: “Did | let go of my anger and resentment? Did |
forgive? Did | love?”

Many of us set New Year's resolutions for self-improvement, ask-
ing, "What are my goals? How can | better myself, my weight, my work-
life balance, my habits?” But Nouwen said of his self-inquiry: “These are
the real questions. | must trust that the little bit of love that | sow now
will bear many fruits, here in this world and [in] the life to come." His res-
olution was to share God’s love with others. With God's help, it can be
ours as well, for each new day and each new year.

ben’s Conference
WE LOVE

BECAUSE
HE FIRST
LOVED US.

1 JOHN 4:19

Fort Branch First UMC

100 W Vine ST, Fort Branch, IN 47648

RESOLVE TO GO MICRO

Most New Year’s resolutions are so major they seem made to be
broken. Maybe that’s why “micro-resolution” is the latest January
buzzword. Setting smaller goals is more realistic and helps ensure

Please ir dimte t-

follow-through, according to experts. People who try setting micro-
resolutions say that approach is more positive and leads to longer-
lasting change. For example, instead of attempting to lose 30 pounds
this year, make a micro-resolution to walk 10 minutes twice per day
and to snack on fresh fruit at least once a day.

Micro-resolutions can also be helpful in matters of faith. If
aiming to read the entire Bible in one year feels overwhelming, take
five minutes each morning and evening to read a brief devotional or
pray. If joining your church’s missions committee isn’t possible, try to

\ God'’s grace... /

talk to one new person each week about your faith or church. May God
bless you as you take small steps that add up to big impact this year!



ional words en yamr - Or the

Author Ronald Wilson,

in Stretching the Soul,
describes being certain
that four things will occur
in the days ahead.
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e Trouble will come. Life
is difficult. | must mourn
as well as dance.

e In this long journey [of
life], I'm not in control.
God has reminded us of
this.

e Many times | will fail.

e | will find forgiveness
and get up and go on.
God will wipe up the
mess |I've made of
things, take me by the
hand and set me back
on the right path.
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Praise God for his sure
presence during the
joys and challenges the
new year brings!

—_ M =T 0 0O T W T Z < O = = = = ZE = —

o< O 4 m = -

JANUARY

Sam Steinmetz ~ 41%

Melissa Almon ~ 6 !

— O O wm C M I < MNOX Mm = W»mok» < = O 4 X=X - — O = —
< m = m » T @ 4 > T v T - O — O X — ¥ L m Ooom =
— < m mM M L O T CM — T m X M C I S e - m o oc o
= M m =X T v v M Z K C Mm99 ZE — ZZ - O

cC — Cc < A < v = m23>» Z M 9 @0 4 4 %9 >30T T O
O D C D QO M C mEFE o Mme v m o o m m > IO,
O O DD H S D e L0 DO MM E o Mm D Wbk e E OO
@ P @ P — - - O M =< — @O 2O O MM MN Z vt o Z m m = =—
M O < 4 O ™0 4 Z O 0O M MEC Mme < C Z O o= == — I
> MmO D =T 02 > 44— 149 C O m=< - O > v I Mm=-9c
L m « T m M O =2 O O00m O O M4 20 XV W X N O — m
W< C O 0O T v I O C — T vvnE ImMm O M < M~ M@ @ m
m O U m C W w X > M C m Z MM O W Z O M I =< > —
Z 0N »owv R < E O0OR OWVMZZ DE — O Z 9020
o NS 4 O 4 0O < @™ — 0O @™ I O mMmQO O E - 00T o
—_ I I ~< =0/ M =< D = T O v O "N O Z M — O mZ o m =
N v R < I Z 9 0O — 0O wv 4 Z mT 4 — =T =T OO0 0 cC
m £ L ™ X M - — P 9 0 FFO0CO0Q== 9

I m = @ O w

O 6O0E N M OO O M- Mm@ =
< v ™ — I X 2 I T M =Z = —
vi MM C Z O w00 >
= P < < O =

OO = @ OM U = T o= O M —

value understand winner trust think smile

self control  practice perseverance patience passion mindfulness
kindness hope honesty goals gratitude forgive
envision drive determination confidence  commitment chal lenge l ]9

believe ambition accomplish  live faith
warrior laugh focus blessed courage worthy I ] I4 ’ R E "
(Fort Branch First UMC \

P.0.Box 116
Fort Branch, IN 47648

Deliver to:
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*-This symbol,
when found in the Order of Service
invites you to stand - if able.
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Blndicates location is Bllythe Chspel
Indicates location is First UM

This Sunday:
9:00am  F Worship

1030am Q2 Worship & Live
streaming worship

Monday:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

~ Offce Closed ~

~ Oﬁce Closed ~
~ Offce Closed ~

Next Sunday:

g:00am T Blythe Chapel

10:30am ( Fort Branch First &
Live streaming

Complete Schedule @

\ www.fbfirst.org ‘

Bible Study
Mondays @ 6=30pm\‘
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REVELATION 21:5

Rev. John Baylor, Jr.
PRELUDE

*THE LIGHT OF GOD IS PRESENT WITH US
*HYMN # 254 We Three Kings

*GREETING AND PRAYER

We offer a cordial greeting to all worshipers who have come to praise the Lord.
Your presence helps lift our spirits, and we welcome you in Christ’s name.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please add your name to the attendance register located in your pew and pass to
the next person until reaches everyone in your row.

PRAYERS
SHARING OF CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS
PRAYER HYMN # 217 Away in a Manger

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

THE OFFERING:

““_ The Gathering of the Gifts
| *Presentation of Gifts with DOXOLOGY:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Praise Him all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen.



CHILDRENS MOMENT
MINISTRY OF MUSIC

*SCRIPTURE LESSON

MESSAGE “

*HYMN # 246

*BLESSING

Derek Robicheaux

Revelation 21:1-8 NLT

All Things New”

Joy to the World

Pastor

*THE LIGHT OF GOD LEADS US INTO THE WORLD

*DEPARTING SONG:
Hymn #219

This, this is Christ the King,

Acolytes

What Child Is This

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.

*PASSING THE PEACE:

Let us greet one another with the peace of God.

POSTLUDE

May the faith of God
be with you this year.

May the peace of God
surround vou,

and may you be blessed

each day!

Fiopy Vo6

/ 1 v Friends \

7 .| ~==needing
© prayers

Prayer Requests —last names are printed
Sor individuals requesting prayer for themselves or
with explicitly given permission.

*

Jane Marginet, Richard
Michel, Morgan Whitehead,
Terri Jarboe, Jo Eckert, Ruby

Wilkerson, Scotti Pitts,

Gretchen Young, June

Regenhold, Brian Price,
Triston, Tegan, Pastor John,

Thelma & Len Robicheaux,
Wyatt Wagner, T Lewrs,
Mary T Roy, Roberta L
Duncan, Koda, Brenda <
Robin Hooker, Mark Fear.
Kim Stratman

\Tﬁe family of (Dereli(Barton
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= PARTICIPATE IN WHAT GOD IS DOING ~ ~
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Because of generous
donations received in
2023, each of these
missions received
$575 tfrom the
Faith Promise Fund.

T hank Youl/

EMHMO

Emerging Mission Ministries, Inc
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Revelation 21:1-8 NLT

The New Jerusalem
21 Then 1 saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old
earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. “And 1 saw the hoty city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband.
31 heard a loud shout ﬁom the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now
among his eopte.’ He will live with them, an they will be his peopte. God
himse f wttto be with them. *He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there
will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone
orever.”

iAnot the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, 1 am maktng everyth'mg new!”
And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what 1 tell you is trustworthy and
true.” * And he also said, “It is [ﬁnished.’ 1 am the Atpha and the Omega—the
Beginning and the End. To allwho are thirsty 1 will give [ﬁeety ﬁfom the springs
of the water of life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit all these Iotesstngs, ana |
will be their God, and they will be my children.
8 « . .

But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who
practice wttchcraﬁ, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the ﬁery lake
of touming sutﬁur. This is the second death.” .

RESPONSE: The Word of God, for the people of God.
T/zan/ef be to JGC’ooz{/ Peor f
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| make all things new. revelation 21:5
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Listening Guide
“All Things New”
December 31, 2023
Scripture: Revelation 21:1-8

What does it mean to have everything new?

Everything’s

God with

Everything’s

Personal Application: Let’s give ourselves to the Lord fresh and new today and
ask Him to use us in the new year as He sees fit. Let’s ask Him to help us to take
advantage of the opportunities that lie in front of us and let go of the things that
distract us. Let’s make all things new today before Him.




